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Historic Elmira, Inc. Announces Winners of 2011 Preservation Awards

ELMIRA, NY « March 10, 2011 - Historic Elmira, Inc. presented three awards honoring
recipients for their efforts in historic preservation in EImira. Nominations for the award were
accepted online at www.historicelmira.org. This year’s nominations were accepted until
February 11, 2011.

At an event held this evening at Hamilton Hall on the Elmira College Campus in downtown
Elmira, President Kaye Newbury presented Historic Elmira, Inc.’s third annual awards for
historic preservation. Project Awards were given to James Capriotti of Hazelton, PA, and Bruce
and Diana Perron of EImira. An Advocate Award was given to the Beecher Elementary School
2010 Fifth-Graders.

The Project Award recognizes historic preservation, restoration, rehabilitation, or adaptive reuse
projects in the Elmira area that contributes to the appearance, character, and value of our

neighborhoods and community.

A Project Award was given to James Capriotti for his restoration and rehabilitation of 19
properties located in the Near Westside Historic District and for preserving key historic
architectural features of the buildings. He began his course of significant investment in Elmira in
2006 and continues his efforts today, expecting to increase the number of properties he owns in
the Historic District to 22 in the next month. “These projects have had a significant impact on
the neighborhood based not only on the improvement to the building facades, but James is also

very particular about his tenants. His concern is not solely about money but how the tenants will
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contribute to the neighborhood,” said a representative from Near Westside Neighborhood Assoc.,

Inc.

A second Project Award was presented to Bruce and Diana Perron for the restoration and
conversion of 455 Maple Avenue in Elmira to its original condition as a one family home.
Previously converted into three separate apartments, the deteriorated Queen Ann Home was in
dire need of complete renovations ranging from plumbing, heating, and electricity, to flooring,
windows and exterior. The couples’ tireless efforts have resulted in the restoration of the

building to its original state, making it a vision of the past.

The Advocate Award celebrates government officials, community leaders, local business
owners, journalists, and private citizens who passionately value and demonstrate their advocacy
for our historic and architectural heritage through active involvement in our community. The
Advocate Award is also open to groups or organizations currently engaged in promoting historic

preservation in the Elmira area.

The Beecher Elementary School 2010 Fifth-Graders were recognized for expanding their
knowledge in Elmira’s architectural heritage by dedicating their service learning project to the
Near Westside Neighborhood Assoc., Inc. Their project included producing three calendars
featuring Elmira’s rich architectural history and Civil War connection, which displayed original
photographs taken by the students. These students were enriched on the history of Elmira and
the local historical landmarks and buildings of the city. “We are hopeful that these students will
continue to build on and share the knowledge they gained with others and more and more people
will feel a renewed sense of pride in our community and its history. The youth of today are the
preservationists of tomorrow,” said a representative from Near Westside Neighborhood Assoc.,

Inc.

The mission of Historic Elmira, Inc. is to champion historic preservation in the EImira region by
providing education, advocacy, collaboration, and facilitation in activities supporting
preservation and enhancements of buildings and sites of historic significance. More information

about Historic Elmira can be found at www.historicelmira.org.
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